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S you but help him to the meaning of that fnscrip- not underlake to maka trouble for their own pur- regarding it curfously, as though it were the first terday he came the last time. He sald ke came
EIGHTH INSTALLMENT tion. What is it to you? It is only Idle curlosity poses with her?" car she had ever geen in her life—something very  on message of the king—which gave me warrant

SYNOPSIS. brings you hither. With us it may mean the life "But what good would come of that?*" far from true. She was only examining its mechan-. for what he asked.”

Lty Gray, newspaper woman, finds In a curio or death o. our country.” Count Frederick saw that his argument had  {sm, go that she might be the hetter able to carry “And what was that?"

:]:'ur:vir:;l:{. ",fr'.‘mrf.’::.k?.?-r"‘".'-ﬂi-fn'l'it'l'“J;‘:?'ffautsnnm‘l:rr‘f"ﬂ Kitty gave hersclf up to certain reflections at gone too far for his own purposes. He did not out the sudden resolution she had formed regard- “Access to your mpartments. He said {t was the

thi= ordor of her managing editor. to go to the prin- the time. As to war between the two kingdoms, ecare to tell the king all he knew, yet his zeal for ing it command of the king."

aip:'l‘ldts;u_nfm"'_jrﬁ";_f;_ﬂ:{rnnn RORRiwOS fg‘t;:;;’;:;’ atofy SUE. It it came, why should she aid Grahoffen against  Kitty had led him far. What the guards, who smilingly regarded her “And you dared give him such access?"
Tival In Grotzlioffen her adventures while chaging the  the country with which she had become mors fa- "Much good might come to Graheffen's war de-  through the windows. saw was a swilt leap of the “We dared not do less, excellency. He was
gecret of the broken coln begin, miliar? Neither had done her much courtesy, true, partment, your majety, if they knew our secreta.  girl to the driver's seat, her rapld movements with  most courteous in one way—asked many questions
F”‘.:: but for some strange reason her sympathies were Perhaps they thought she could give gome infor- the controlling levers as she cut on the spark,  regarding yourself; but as to search of your apart-
not with the country governod by this irasclble mation" gave the car gas, threw in the clutch, threw.open  ments he made none, or next to none. He seemed
Ttk and unlovely king “But you do not predict trouble between us and the throttle, and drove away, the cut-out muffier to care for nothing that he saw, save one littla
e on Hhd ft‘“!’i‘.ﬂ“n\'ﬂnll'n.l‘ Itn Y 1 o “Think well, mademoigelle,” went on Sachlo, our neighbor—you do not mean war?"” roaring her own defiance to pursult. picture, & portrait.”

“It is a long way from hera to your country, The
coin can mean but little to vou at hest"

‘1t may mean much to me” broke out Kitty
suddenly. “Listen. This coin {8 not the property
of your king or of that other king. It is the prop-
erly of the people of these countries. It seeks to
tell them Its stor¥—not to any king for his gsel-

once more unasked?" Kitty's eyes flashed in gen-
uina Indignation as she faced Count Sachio

it 1# not your room, mademoiselle, but ours.
e pay for It and bhave control of it”

“8p there was some definite purpose in secret-
jog me herp away from my friends?"”

“Assuredly, a purpose very definite. and one

grom which wo do not intend to be swerved, made-
mofselle
“What then do you purpose dolng with me?”
*We plan taking you before the king—not the
fng of Gretzhoffen, but our own king, Cortislaw
of Grahoffen He wishes to sce you, mademol-
selle.”
Kitty turned back Into the room and Sachio,
frritnted at the delay, went so far as to take her
by the arm to induce her to leave the room with
‘him She resisted him so vigorously that for the
Mime he stood back nonplused,

But at length the girl's powers proved no match
for those brought agalnst her She was foroed
from the room toward the front ol the building

Once more Kitty adopted the policy of Roleau
bimself—she ceased 1o 2uruggle when she found
struggling uaeless. and lay back to wait until a
‘tlme when resistance might be more effective

“Very well, gentlemen,” sald she. Do as you
fike. | am weaker than yourselves Since you
igare men and genllemen, naturally vou are
‘gtrong.”

! Count Sachio made no answer to her hiting
Swords In truth, matlergs had not gone so well
fwith him as he would have liked. He had been
ordered to report to his own king, and now must
goon make that report, and certainly he could not
ftell of the unqualifled success which he had so
wonflidently hoped. He had not vet secured pos
Bession of both lalyes of the coveted Gretzhoflfen
goin. So all through the long and weary fourney

Kitty remainad but briefly in her own rooms
She took & swift glance about. Evervthing seemed
in place, much &8 &he had left it—no search ap-
parently had been made of any of tha cabinets or
drawers. There had been a little pleture—ona of
herself—left on the dressing table. It wns gonel
She missed nothing elsa.

CHAPTER XXXV,

In the Name of the King.

It was plain enough to Count Sachlo which way
Kitty would head in her flight. Her car was little
more than out of sight on the Gretzhoffen road
ere Sachio himself was In pursuit,

Count Sachio himself was no blunderer, and no
common thief chaser, but a courtier and a man
of intelligences, He knew it would be futile to
make a direct demand of the hotel management
regarding the whereabouts of the young American.
Therefore, while he himself approached the hotel
desk to engage the clerks In conversation, ha sent
two of his own men—one of them Bartel, the spy,
who had been established here so long—by way
of a rear stairway to find Kitty's rooms and re-
port to him what they learned.

Heo stood for some time making polits speeches
with the desk men and the porters, asking for cer-
taln Information as to routes and distances, but
all the time burning with impatisnce that he heard
no report from his messengers. As he stood, there
came news of them—startling news enough. There
came ehrieking down the stalrs, Incoherent, bab-
bling, a mald who called out to the clark, or te
any who would hear her!

“A man,” she cried—"A man—killed in her room
—the young American’s room—murdered—it Is
murder, I tell you!"

Kitty Hides From Count Sachlo and the Guards

The King of Grahoffen Gives Count Sachio 24 After Her Escape From the Palace.

QR s cpit pliin. hepior hefHastTkinn v Hours in Which to Bring Kitty and the Coin Hue e } W all halls of G Tcl':li:n:ﬂlcl:n:;::l;:r: ']'u::r;n:z?lkt:;o::ﬁe:c't"glﬂ;.r
ained a moody sllence, wondering perhaps what Back, ne r_lnd ‘1 ry now through all the Ia 8 of Gra- e ecaitdtra &t oni " th«; ralne. . rsmsd
kghould be his policy when he had brought his new haffen palace, and general uproar. Count S!urhio. ; r n e'. n 2 E i.] r.![.\u:l
gaught tartar before the king fish purpose—but |t sesks to make known its never too far away, was promptly on the spot. hend the murderer whoaver it may be. ave H 8
Arrived at the capltal of Grahoffen, Kitty was appeal for justice and liberty. What., think vou When he saw what had happened he cursed the G‘-‘?Mrme, come at once. You, boy—drun 1 say.
iliowed small time to arrange her toilet or com- the people will forever be content to remain a two grenadiers with all his ardent sonl. Even the :Iwa’ hue ;ﬂd cry tm_r?e mlr;-re. and Sachio ';l
jpose hersell aflter the fatigue of the journey. shuttlecock hetween you two? t“_l"'"'- |h|1|m|4;l”c- ":U’l'“";] rft.m:r Il::‘n:;ll(ma? v ::!:‘.‘Wu::;:g:'htl:tn:!: ::;:h:];lalm‘::: pls?; l:fr hl:
J . f, s 1 > (O 5 . & - . olned in 156 scenes of exclte .
::;r:wpt:r;sl:; TAEE VIR QUMb Sm 1’\- .r:“:jf.":.r".]::-:::eaaml N EAQpo Ba QR diote ‘What has happened—what s all this about?” men rejoined him—the spy Bartel. The other re-
" She found him an old man. thin, wrinkled — he demanded malned behind—his fate unknown as yet
crabhed, frritable, excitable CHAPTER XXXIII The trembling guards scarcely dared tell him As for Kitty, she was at this moment once
Cortislaw regarded (he young girl steadily as _ the truth mora away from her hotel and once more in the
‘she elood before hin King Michael of Gretzhoffen. What, she bhas escaped—that prisoner! S]:lo Hlsl;l_\' palace of Count F‘rﬂleriﬂ;l , of
F “8a this is the woman®" hs demanded-of Count Menntime in Gretzhoffen town the people re- was of more importance than any held here in o entered softly lﬂa;'ing :nenu l:ld ust:n
'_Ilchio‘ who stood humbly by maloed irresolute, uncertain, mnking no further our own remembrance  You shall all be ]?F]d to somewhat remote, lo guar ugnin:n any su N;u -
“The same, your majesty  She can explain what overt attéempt at the long-pending revolution account for ””:". How now tjnmt Sachio, did  truslon Onga more sher ::at nl :l. :&Illmi‘trc dr::
you desire to know And ns they waited 1heir king amused himself .'”I.lfli give her into _"lil-lr immediate charge™" Kﬂ;e uhl"ﬂdn b‘ “e t:etnlls I;} Bﬁl :lt;ld sy h: il
P The king looked intently at something he held  after such fashions as had long been his own, Con- r I."'.L’ru:"z:;njammr‘}ﬁ‘\l:m I:I:II lwlg:::e" HO Sy Dation ﬁ.’;r‘:’r n:alnez;uthim:;:rf:menri cla; befofe her.
his hand. Kitty canght sight of it—it was the tinually he changed, sometimes hoping, again "=.I"" escape -8l e 1 8 -
Balf coin which she had once possessed, which  dreading. and as oftery as he changed he sent for And with her our only hope of success in the Upon the dresser, in full view, openly displayed,

pmbitions of thie kingdom You ascek to explain wag a pleture [n a little frame—a frame of silver
that to me? After her, dullard, and bring her #et in brilliant gemgs. She looked at it suddenly—
hack in twenty-four hours—or elsa do not return it waa the portrait of herself which once had stood

ihad been taken from her but lately by these men Count Frederick, on whom he leaned in fatuous
‘Evidently Count Sachio had turned it over forth- confidence
with to its royal possessor “Dut, my dear count,” he reproached that gen-

Roleau Knocks Down the Guards and Escapes

¥ You puess my men v Ry X on her own dressing table in her hotel'! Now It
“Mademoiselle,” said he, “tell me what it sars, tleman t-rln day, “vou have left one errand uncoms From Grahaoffen. Saall A Ry Eaning u_hln was hare. Why? Kitty felt a strange flush come
The inscription is broken. I wish to know it all pleted “You have brought us our coin back again, CHAPTER to her taca =
] am informed that vyou have seen both halves that is true, but the young lady who we fancied “Your majesty, | predict nothing these days. BRIV ‘%r:;:t:e-thlng now arrested her—she paused, re-
of this coin, and therefors know the entire mes- wonld come after it still remains absent {rom our but alwavs it wall to be prepared — - *

. ‘e ' \ 4 I luctant to resume a search which ever had been
sage Read it to me at once.” court. There has been no word from her for many You disturbh me sorely—do not speak to me Again in Gretzhoffen, dl;tasteful to her. No, she would not touch g thing
—had he not been more respectful than herself
of another's privacy®” If he had taken anything

Kitty took the c¢oin In her hand as though to dayas ™ of war—1 cannot endure the thought—I de not Pursult? Kitty laughed at the thoupht as she
istudy it, but swiftly put her own hand belind her “True, your majesty, sha has disappeared, [t Wish to hear of it’ [... under her the: strong pulse of the great ma-
iback as ahe clutched it scems. 1 do not, mysdelf, know where she is" As {t chanced, much of this conversation came ¢ o ' i
“It is my property,” said she stoutly “Not “What, vou do not? You have not consulted our to the ear of one of Sachio’s agents, the spy B She had taken the driver's aeat, and as the car f;ir:.lnITErh:p:;:n::;:is:e:’ilig b:; :;11‘1’: .:.?g :3;
Bven a king can  take away property without wishes In this matter? tel, still hanging about the city of Gretzhoffen. 1o was of the lefthand drive, for the time she had :rar'-h iar the coln. She w .ulll ilé‘;\m this count
course of law." "I am a8 much distressed as you majesty over overheard enough in his passing by at the time no opportunity to look into the tonneau, had she disnL ointed Fll‘ m.-éd 'i};a B'I:.'II this time at lest—r:
P Even a king was astonished at the effrontery the mystery of her disappearance,” rejolnml the ©of this conversation to be advised that the king liked. Listening to the swift purr of the smooth “‘"hm!his I'EIDI' of nnotﬁer‘n chl\':;l!r? Sofoit “‘__
pf the young girl—who held her possesesion until count, and for onee he spoke the truth to his king, ©f Grotzhoffen intended to make search for the motor, she did not first hear the sound of 4 chuck- she wouldph Sal? ba aesieora 2
iwo sturdy guards forced the coin from her hand “You have made Inquiry at her usual place of mMmigsing American. Not hesitating, bhe himself now ling laugh back of her in the car—a chuckle e e -
iThe king smiled at her, a somewhat toothless residence—some hotel, was it not. An absurd 8ped off for his emplover to communicate this  which at length broke out into a hearty gust of But there lay, just at the foot of the little por-
Emile 1 thing, for such a woman as herself to live In a newsa that ha had learned laughtoer, tralt, an object which caught her eye. It was the
"So you value it? Many do. We are willing to  hotel.” He found Sachlo aloof and discontented, out of She turned her eyes swiftly nt risk of capsizing hul! coln of Gretzhoffen!
By for what we b s, mademoigelle—and the “At her hotel” replled Count Frederick “‘thev favor In the court, and somewhat at a loss what the car—and found herself gazing directly futo Yes, here It was in full view, openly displayed,
ésaage of this coin we mean to have. Give it to  know nothing. They tell me that she comes apnd  next to do. Before him he lald this informotion  the foce of the man whom of all otheras she would that any might see it who liked, who chanced
ps, and you shall be set free” goes at all hours, and leaves no word as to her D@ had gained as to the feeling In Gretzholfen re- most have preferred to see. to be there. Apparently Count Frederick felt that
:"i'our majesty is liberal—you offer what I8 al- return. Neoarly two weeks ago she left., and has Earding Kitty's disappearance. Even mow he came crawling across the top of all puraun: of the coin had ended—that no longer
ready mine—the right to liberty. But what you mnot vet returned. The management remains per- At the thought of a deflnite demand on the part ”"_' seat ll'“,it'-lll her In the front of the car. could ln“-‘ Intruder gain access to his palace.
ask Is Impoesible for me. True, I have seen each  plexed—" of King Michacl—or rather on the pari®of Count Roleau!™ she exclaimed, “is it Indeed you? Are Kitty hesitated for a moment. The appeal of
half of the coiln—even [ saw both halves at one “Two weeks—so long as that!'" exclaimed M- Frederlck—upon thelr kingdom for the person of '."“‘! .-I--\_--.n'a to be the deus ex machinz in all my “‘_" ¢toin came to her once more. She took it up,
fme—but never have I read the entire Inscrip- chael. “Then believe me, my dear count, some. the young girl, Sachio grew somewhat grave.  difficulties—literally you are that now!" h*""_ it in her hand, gazed at it—and °“°9hm°’l°t-
$1on.” thing l& wrong—that voung woman has come to “This,” =ald he, *is a matter for the king” “I do not know what you mean by that, excel- as 80 often had been the case—she found herse
“But you have seen both halves,” went on Cor- some hurt, She must be found at once, If she is But the king wae in no too good humor over all  Jency,” said Roleau, as he took the steering wheel surprised at the very o iy Ol e Fucesne;
slaw. "Tell me, what was on the other half.” not brought back to our palace fn the next day 1 these failures from her, “but | have been in this machine for She heard Count Frederick's quick footsteps, his

“Your majesty, 1 cannot—I do not know." ghall send out a searching party for her—I will "What, Sachio,” eaid he. “you come 10 me once  some time. T was satisfied that did you escape “'l'e\ai ‘;!oir.‘e 'bp}:lllnd hN; g
“By the salnts of our forefathers' exclaimed secour the town, If nesd bo' more with these old woman's tales? 1If your time  from the palace you would need a means of get- TS T A A
alnts 1 . exels au| ; . . § {s so short before your secret is discovered, then  tine aws | 1 ; The count stood there regarding her
iCortislaw, “if this were In {he olden davs the tor- There may be many reasons,” sald Count Fred- or il : s F ' ng away. All 1 needed to do was to wait pa- “BEvidently, mademoiselle, yon did not realize
fure chamber should ehow you something. But erick, “for her continued absence. Perbaps the &ll the more reason for diligence on your part. It tiently. So you have come. As soon as I could L, G
. " ’ . business upon which she came 13 not vet com- 18 not the business of kings to accept reasons for muke my own escapa I securad this car—a good that theso repeated visits rendered necessary the
..w— 1 Iy d i £ h'.'h‘d- . Perhaps her emplovers !;m._._ ‘.r;”,.,‘! her fallure in performance. The girl 12 still avallable one—and 1 [q}lIr‘;\\ rd It was very slmple, as you installation of an electric system of my own devis-
“The torture could wring only deception from pleted. - ; d SRk —complete vour errand with her—brine to me the m=i = Ilng—you sea, | knew of vour presence, and as
vour majesty, and that deception would be of naway. Perhaps she may have been intimidated . _ ok f - 7 t
. psty, o : _ e reading of the coin, T know weoll enoush that §f VAt least i k thia ti o you see, [ have come You rang. Of what service
service to you. I have told you the truth—and by certain obstacles in her way. : g NEASE T A e A e iy MORT sgueak this time, Raleaw.” mald —on w0 " o ella "
BB inia et peive Mol GIve Hie my fberty "By whom, Count Frederiok?” Count l;l:..p_-_.-}‘ comes he will be different from Kitty. They never meant for me to escape.” "1 ea\'e; me alone,” panted Kitty, her face hot
@rain—and then perhaps I might learn more of “Wall, sho has seemed curious herself regarding 1118 KIng “"They do not mean it now, excellency,” said . e s s

tears almost in her eyes. “I hate you! I hate
you!"

"I grleve at that, mademoiselle,” sald Count
Trederick evenly. “I wish I could say the same
of you—but I cannot. With every reason to dis-
trust you—I cannot. Continually we cross swords,
do we not? And you wera easy to deceive this

the other half of the coin.” the coin. Perhaps she knew somewhat of {t—" TI""T‘I'f"r_"' m."':_':. ””-”‘_" 'c';‘_' ‘;“I'f went “-""?: to 1“;‘ Roleau, nodding behind him, where he knew’ pur-
“The girl argues well,” said Cortislaw. “I am “So ehe alsp has studled this trinket that we :"’"“"i"‘l ’:‘L"r"" oo Ill t ‘_"l:'k e mne T“‘I'-" ; Guit even now was beginning. “I will drive now
sure whether or not she speaks truth, but her gave her? Very well—we meant it to prove of in- '"E !w‘t : l‘ ’ '\0 I‘“: % TOrER Bt odks Als 'A% as 1 have never driven before. 'Tis a sweet en-
ment goes to the same thing in either case. teresat’” :'Irml"”,-,.(‘nr;:‘,r; ;,I;m“:-:;.h,':‘;":\,;“;r:"""_"'1”['.!_ “‘; "f;’;‘-t‘ gine, and it rides well. They will drive fast who
t her go under guard—perhaps something may “Doubtless. But regarding the coin so many T SR OiE IERATance ot i follow us ™

Arise to give us further insight Into this. threats have been made—" Ith‘ll;anl SAS ARd: enile ad bifcTmates Hich All of which was so literally true that before
“As for you, Count Sachio, You have not ¥et “Threats? What threats? What do you know : : Lo bl Alormation wikie long the desert miles once more had sped be-

S J = 2 time. See—you are trapped as simply as a bird
eeded in what was asked of you—you have of any?” :-r::;ft'::tl her which way the wind sat at Grahalfen neath them and Kitty found herself agafn In the  which steps Into its cage? without hr:‘uilntlnrl,
et taught us where lies the hidden treasurs “Many thiogs come to my ears, vour majesty, Vorigd i city she was more than ever disposed to call her W vou ive me back my . mad !
of Gi#lzhoﬂiu?" but I strive {o keep them from your own eara so Kitty, really owing allegiance to nelther of thesa home. They found entrance to the Ritz hotel at \ raidl iy gl

selle? Will you not assist me In reading the mes-
sage ol the coin, so that we may make an end of

kingdoms, both of which had done her such re-
peated injustice, hardly stopped to ask hergelf why

b "Your majesty,” replied the count, reddening, much as may be when I find them uvnwelcome.” the rear door, in view of their own travel-stainoed

It {8 but inadvertence, whichh shall be amended. “The most unwalcome thing that could comn to ; : = 2 ; Pl : t'un-l‘ilirm. all this—so that we may not continually cross
1n fanoted. v ajesty would rather us, my dear Frederick, 18 the absence of this young °0° found hor own leanings towards Gretzhoffen, “Excellency,” said the grieved and pafned clork, A N
B my zeal I fancled your m ¥ = p the scene of most of the indignities she had met : swords with one another!
this young woman than to have the other woman now. Where, think you, may she be? - FRILICS AL s when at length she made her way to the desk, “I

W 5 . She must escape for every reason—so she A8  was on the point of Ing ¥ bel I In answer Kitty darted past him, found her way
e coln. To secure that may require yet I could not guess, unless parhaps she may have [CYEL] * point of removing your belongings and 4 :
: o:!x:l*." returned to her own country—in which case we  Sured herself. But how? making other arrangements for your apartments.” into the hall, ran she knew not where. Before her

The king fixed on him the cold smile which his  shall never see her again, your majesty. We can From the windows sho had a full view of the “By what right?” demanded Kity. “They are ::"v h.' Jilttlc m‘??iw StasFiay. aud She:spreng. R
Ourilers had learned to dread, yet he could not make examination of the passenger lists of all wellkept grounds of the palace and of the houle- paid for in ndvance—why should they not be ready da rc;l;n nlz ]to dn hoirons i _Alus Lt:!e
il to seo the shrowdness of Sachlo's reply. suilings within the last two weeks. I will look vards surrounding it. She stood alons one day for me when I come?” oor that clased the head of the stair was locked.

“At least guard her, then,” said he dryly. “She Into that. If she has not gone back to her own etaring out in scenes grown familiar to her. But "But we did not hear when you would return?” b:'r‘:‘:;:::"l m“.!‘:w laugh as an fron grille snapped
hall be our guest untll we learn more of what country, sho cither remains in this somewhere, all at once her gaze grew more Intent, fixed upon “There are many things one does not hear—par- 2 0 1¢ opening, cutting off escape.

" . Selp ety S ADg v 3 ) . A “Won't you give It me now—my coln?" he asked.
ue forego the or in some other near by. some object nol far away. A car was standing at  haps you may hear very little of my own business : E ¥
h r::ﬂ?é ogt tt?;in:osinuﬁmgldiy:? 1 m'l;!nn to “You do not mean Grahoffen?” the curb, She did not remember to have seen it and my plans. T pay for service hore, Please care ors(l:]::;:‘ ;‘;‘S”T ::1 t:wc_g"‘-‘“t: ‘Eh“e marble palace
Bave 1. 1 trust all my oMeers will realize that Count Frederick nodded. “That is what T do there regularly, for me, therefore. and my man—we both are eric o‘ sretzhoffen
N mean. In truth, your majesty, there are Gra- The two giant grenadlera to whom lhad been as<  tired.” I:\rui now, far off in other parts of the city,
§ " , hoffen sples in this city—they were even at your signed the duty of watching after her in her wan- “You have been  inquired for in your absence, Where men sought one who had done a crime,
5 %ﬁ?:ﬁllzpunaﬂahfriﬁotowqu:"l::: v:‘lllltl?l.l ball. Perhaps they concérn themselves with thia derings regarded her as little more than a child, excellancy.  The Count Frederick of Gretz- Lhere rose In the streets the sound of hurrving
Mually wore to prove a prison to her, “you young lady, Why not? If they suspect that she and the smiled as now she pushed pust them hr-_-"’n- ? I'f!“f.'r'ath the warning cry, “In the name of the
Mvs heard what the king has sald—he will allow had part of the coin—and it was easily seen by through the door which led out to the gardens. Indeed, sud what could he want?" king!

t0 return to your own country uunharmed if any that once she did have that part—might they She walked out to the car which stood at the curb, “He has been hers twice, excellency. But ves- (TO BE CONTINURED)




